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Students & Parents:  
     We are still gearing up for the 

English I STAAR EOC test here at 

Midland Freshman.  I’m proud of 

the work I’m observing in our Eng-

lish classes.  Our teachers are doing 

an exceptional job as we maximize 

every instructional opportunity 

throughout the school day!  In the 

month of March, English teachers 

teamed up with district coaches and 

interventionist to provide targeted 

lessons for key learning standards in 

preparation for STAAR.  I’d like to 

say thank you to Marisa Hafley, 

Sandra Emmerson and Jill Warren 

along with their director, Susan 

Zachary, for their support of our 

students and teachers all year long, 

but especially during the month of 

March!  Below you’ll find some of 

the same information on STAAR 

from our February edition of the 

Bulldog Press, which is within rea-

son.  We all know how important 

this test is for our students and I 

want all stakeholders, especially our 

parents, to be informed. 

 

     STAAR is a more rigorous set of 

standardized tests that students en-

gage with in primary and secondary 

schools in Texas.  The tests assess a 

student's achievements and 

knowledge learned in each grade 

level and  measure your son or 

daughter’s “readiness” and mastery 

of skills that are considered most 

important for success this year, in 

future courses and for college and 

career.    

 

      The STAAR EOC (End-of-

course) assessments are given to 

high school students in English 1, 

English 2, Algebra 1, Biology and 

U.S. History.  Three out of the five 

STAAR EOCs are administered at 

the freshman level.   

 English I EOC is March 30th 

 Algebra I EOC is May 5th 

 Biology EOC is May 7th 

Your student’s graduation is de-

pendent on the course credits they 

earn and their performance on 

STAAR EOC assessments.    

Positives for having success on your 

STAAR EOC assessments this 

school year:  

 50% of your graduation re-

quirements have been accom-

plished. 

 Passing and/or scoring a level 3 

can get you exempt from your 

English, Math and Science 

semester/final exams next 

school year.  

 

Cons for not having success on your 

STAAR EOC assessments: 

 Having to attend summer 

school. 

 Potential of losing a 66 minute 

lunch, because you have to take 

a class during lunch time. 

 Every time you have to retake 

the test, you begin to doubt 

yourself because of a lack of 

confidence.  

 Your freshman and senior high 

work begins to accumulate, 

which can be overwhelming.    

The tips below are simple things 

that can be done to help ensure that 

your student has a successful testing 

experience this school year.  

 Ensure behavior is not imped-

ing with teaching and learning.   

 Ensure excellent attendance 

and arriving to school on time. 

 Require your child to attend 

tutorials when your child is 

struggling.  

 Make sure your child gets plen-

ty of rest. 

Again, thank you for your support 

and partnership, 

Roberto Cedillo, Principal  

“Education is not only a ladder of 

opportunity, but it is also an in-

vestment in our future”.                      
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Differentiation—The Key to Success for ALL Learners! 
by Mrs. Miller—misty.miller@midlandisd.net  

Jenson, Carol Ann Tomlinson 
and Dr. Ruby Payne’s to stra-
tegically plan a training for 
teachers that would help them 
differentiate instruction, rela-
tionships and their approach 
when serving students who 
experience poverty.  It was a 
great professional learning en-
vironment, and many teachers 
that attended shared personal 
stories as well.   

(https://www.pinterest.com/

pin/57702438950791353/)  

We wrapped our mini-camps 
up with a training called  

“Going Beyond the Basics of 
Differentiation to Reach our 
Advanced Students.”  Teach-
ers discussed ways to add 
depth of complexity, rigor and 
higher level questioning to les-
sons to enhance our instruc-
tion in our G/T and Pre-AP 
classrooms. 

     Going forward, we plan to 
continue the work of differenti-
ating instruction here at Mid-
land Freshman by:   

 Focusing on the essen-
tial learning standards 

and thinking skills in 
each content area, elim-

inating ancillary tasks 
and activities. 

 Responding to individual 
student differences 

(such as learning style, 
prior knowledge, inter-

ests, and level of en-

gagement). 

 Grouping students flexi-

bly by shared interest, 
topic, ability and quintile 

groups. 

 Continually assessing; 

reflecting and adjusting 
content, process, and 

product to meet student 
needs. 

Long-term goals: 

We will continue to use our 

Thursday professional learning 

communities to plan together in 

our departments as we keep all 

our learners in mind: the G/T 

student, the artist, the musi-

cian, the student with Dyslexia, 

the student with a learning or 

emotional disability, the student 

from a prosperous family and 

our student from pov-

erty...because they all matter to 

us and they all deserve to suc-

ceed!  

     MFHS educators realize that 
the cookie-cutter, one-size-fits-
all model for instruction is inef-
fective.  Instruction has to look 
different depending on the prior 
knowledge, interests, and abili-
ties of students sitting in our 
classrooms.   

     A survey conducted last year 
revealed that teachers wanted 
addition training on differentia-
tion this school year.  The ad-
ministration team was sure to 
provide the support through a 
round of differentiation mini-
camps that concluded last 
month in February.  Trainings 
were created and facilitated by 
Misty Miller, our instructional 
specialist.  When teachers differ-
entiate their lessons, it ensures 
comprehensible input and allow 
ALL learners to experience mas-
tery of the content. 

     The first mini-camp was in 
December and was an introduc-
tion to the topic.  MFHS Teach-
ers engaged in activities and dis-
cussions to help define what dif-
ferentiation is and isn’t.  Miller 
shared that teachers usually dif-
ferentiate instruction by adjust-
ing one or more of the following: 
the content (what students 
learn); the process (how stu-
dents learn); or the product 
(how students demonstrate their 
mastery of the knowledge or 
skills).  

     In February, we continued 
our differentiation mini-camps 
with a training on “Teaching 
With Poverty in Mind.”   Miller 
used the research of Dr. Eric 



Midland Freshman Drama Students Win Big at UIL Festival! 
big at this year’s UIL contest is 
an understatement.  The contest 
was held yesterday at Lee High 
School and our Bulldogs earned: 

All Star Cast: Hannah Douglas, 
Reagan Ream, Mackynlie 
Conklin  

Best Actor—Milam Anderson 

Best Actress—Logan Holmes  

     In addition to these tremen-
dous accomplishments, our team 
sealed the 1st place title at the 
festival! 

     A big hardy congratulations to 
Mrs. Shanna Klutts, our Theatre 
Arts & Production teacher, and 
the entire MFHS cast and crew 
for working hard and setting the 
standard for excellence in the 
performing arts!  

     The University Interscholastic 
League's (UIL) One-Act Play Con-
test, founded in 1927, is the largest 
high school play production contest 
or play festival in the world.  More 
than 14,000 Texas high school stu-
dents in more than 1,000 plays 
participate in 300 plus contests 
starting this month. 

     To say that our OAP students 
here at Midland Freshman scored 
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CLASS OF 2018  

IS INTERGALACTIC! 

https://ralphandchuck.wordpress.com/tag/law-school/ 



Page 4 

Our MFHS school nurse is Mrs.  Lori Bowen, RN     432-689-1227     lori.bowen@midlandisd.net  

NURSE BOWEN’S HEALTH REPORT 

CRE Superbug 
 

     You may have heard 
about The superbug CRE 
outbreak connected to 
two patient deaths at a 
UCLA hospital was 
caused by two medical 
scopes that still carried 
the deadly bacteria even 
after disinfection guide-

lines were followed.  A 2013 Vital Signs report shows that an-
tibiotics are being overpowered by lethal germs called car-
bapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE).  These germs 
cause lethal infections in patients receiving inpatient medical care, 
such as in hospitals, long-term acute care facilities, and nursing 
homes.  In their usual forms, germs from the Enterobacteriaceae 
family (e.g. E. coli) are a normal part of the human digestive sys-
tem. However, some of these germs have developed defenses to 
fight off all or almost all antibiotics we have today.  When these 
germs get into the blood, bladder or other areas where germs don't 
belong, patients suffer from infections that are difficult, and some-
times impossible, to treat. 

Information on this page retrieved from Center for Disease Control’s 
Website: http://www.cdc.gov/Features/vitalsigns/hai/cre/index.html 
and CNN’s website: http://www.cnn.com/2015/02/19/health/
california-hospital-deadly-bacteria-superbug-cases/ 

Flu Season Continues 

      Despite declines in some key indicators, flu remains widespread 
across most of the country and severity indicators are still high, ac-
cording to this week’s FluView. Flu activity has been elevated for 11 
consecutive weeks nationally and is expected to continue for sever-
al more weeks, especially in parts of the country where activity 
started later.  National influenza-like-illness levels are declining 
slowly; at a regional level some parts of the country are seeing de-
clines in activity while other parts of the country are seeing increas-
es. An average flu season lasts about 13 weeks (with a range of 1 
week to 19 weeks for the past 13 seasons). However, because this 
season started relatively early, it could last longer than average. 
CDC continues to emphasize the importance of prompt antiviral 
treatment for those who are severely ill and those who are at high 
risk of flu complications, the elderly and children ages 0—4.   

Information on this page retrieved from Center for Disease Control’s 
Website: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/news/flu-season-continues.htm  

 
 

Drama, band and or-
chestra participating 
in UIL contests at 
Lee HS! 

Algebra I, Biology & 
World Geography 
Benchmarks this 
month 

March 6: No Uni-
form Da for STUCO 

March 9-13: Spring 
Break 

March 19: PTA  

Parent Suicide 
Training 6pm 

March 21: ELL Sat-
urday Academy 

March 27: Jeans Day 
for Drama 

March 27: Pep Rally 

March 28: ELL Sat-
urday Academy 

March 30th: 
English I 

STAAR EOC 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/hai/cre/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm

